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1. Scope

This policy governs the use, reproduction, and redistribution of materials published as part of the Automated Record

Custody Standard (ARCS), including: (a) the Standard text; (b) control statements; (c) conformance profiles; (d)

annexes and worked examples; (e) instruments, including the attestation template, verification protocol, technical

enforcement appendix, and regulatory mapping; (f) crosswalk instruments; (g) context and reference materials; (h) any

other document published by Vega Commons Project, Inc. under the ARCS name (collectively, "ARCS Documents").

2. Permitted Uses Without Prior Permission

Without prior written permission, any person or organization may: (a) read, download, store, and use ARCS materials

for internal reference, research, education, implementation, governance design, audit preparation, or policy

development; (b) cite ARCS and quote reasonable portions for commentary, analysis, implementation documentation,

internal policies, legal or regulatory submissions, academic work, training materials, or comparative evaluation,

provided the source is identified; (c) refer to ARCS provisions by control identifier, family identifier, section number,

or annex number; (d) implement the ideas, control concepts, structures, classifications, and governance approaches

described in ARCS in software, services, organizational policies, assessments, or operational systems; (e) link to the

official ARCS publication and describe it accurately; (f) redistribute complete, unmodified copies of ARCS Documents,

provided the copyright notice and this Document Use Policy are included with the copy, and the copy is not sold or

distributed for a fee beyond reasonable reproduction costs; (g) complete the conformance templates published as part of

the standard with organization-specific information for purposes of self-assessment or independent assessment.

3. Prohibited Uses

The following are prohibited without prior written permission from Vega Commons Project, Inc.: (a) republication or

redistribution of modified, abridged, or adapted versions of ARCS Documents in a manner that presents them as the

official standard or implies VCP endorsement; (b) incorporation of substantial portions of ARCS Documents into a

competing standard, framework, or specification; (c) sale of ARCS Documents as a standalone commercial product; (d)

removal or alteration of copyright notices, trademark notices, or policy references; (e) presentation of ARCS

Documents as authored by any party other than Vega Commons Project, Inc.

4. Citation Format

When citing ARCS, the following format is recommended:

"Automated Record Custody Standard (ARCS) v1.0. Vega Commons Project, Inc., 2026. arcsstandard.org."

When citing a specific control, use the control identifier (e.g., LIF-03, CUS-09, AGT-01). When citing a specific

section, use the section number (e.g., Section 16, Section 3.5).
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5. Canonical Publication

The canonical publication of ARCS is maintained at arcsstandard.org. In the event of any discrepancy between a

redistributed copy and the canonical publication, the canonical publication controls.

6. Modification of This Policy

Vega Commons Project, Inc. may modify this policy at any time. Modified versions will be published at

arcsstandard.org/legal.

7. Contact

Questions about permitted uses should be directed to info@arcsstandard.org or info@vegacommons.org.
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